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Phenomenal woman is a lyrical poem authored by Maya Angelou. Appearing in Angelou's third volume of poetic work, And I Still Rise. This poetic work by Maya Angelou defies the natural stereotypes that women face in their daily lives and by this Maya Angelou celebrates the uniqueness of her that separates and differentiates her from other women. Even though the speaker in the poem presumably Maya Angelou, does not fit within the societal definitions of beautiful women, she attempts to expose her irresistible character and attributes that she has that make her admirable especially to those of the opposite sex (Battersby 2016).
Battersby (2016) notes that throughout the first stanza, the speaker indicates the possible physical characteristics that make her stand out among her fellow women. She gives highlights of her hips and her smile. Deep from within, her physical attributes radiate to the outer sphere to subsequently make her too proud and confident about herself. Essentially, as a woman, Maya seems to be happy about her being a woman.
In essence, Maya believes that women's empowerment comes from within especially after having confidence in your own female skin, even if you are seen as beautiful by society. Generally, the poem contains and conveys the idea of self-confidence (Angelou 1994). A phenomenal woman stands out to be a passionate and direct poem that relays the speaker's message clearly as they are believing that if a woman accepts herself she is by avoiding the pressures of the society, then her inner self would be phenomenal and more complete. Maya understands that she is not ether pretty or beautiful as the society requires, however she believes that her inner self is pretty and fashionable. 

Throughout the poem, unconventional rhyme has been used, Maya indicates “Pretty woman wonder where my secret lies/I’m not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size.” She uses a sensual tone that shows her inner self (Angelou 1994). The poem does not, however, apply the use of figurative language but rather applies the use of metaphors to compare between men moving around her and the bees around a beehive containing honey. Ideally, bees are always attracted to sweet extracts, Maya notes that men are enchanted with her even though she has defied all the societal definitions of beauty. The comparison used here successfully highlights the primitive nature of human sexuality; due to the inborn nature of bees to be around honey, men are also attracted to Maya Angelou despite her look.
A phenomenal woman has written relying heavily on the use of repetition, she ends most of the stanzas using the phrase, “That’s me.” Similarly, the phrase, phenomenal woman has also been repeated in most portions of the poem. These repetitions have been used to ident5ify Maya’s unconventional beauty that continues to appeal to the opposite sex (men). Within the initial stanza, Maya informs the readers that a majority of the women in the society could be asking themselves what they could be missing. She insinuates that other women are probably jealous of her, “They think I’m telling lies.” Maya's appeal lies in her hips, arms, and lips. Phenomenal ideally means that with what appeals to her, she stands to be an impressive and extraordinary woman. In essence, Maya chooses to call herself phenomenal indicating how lucky enough she is to be a woman (Meenakshi & Mahesh, 2020).


In the next stanza, Angelou deviates from discussing women and starts to highlight about the attraction she casts on men she encounters. She understands that her attractiveness to men is beyond the physical look. She highly believes that her inner beauty makes her irresistible in the eyes of men. Essentially, women can be able to change their physical looks to effectively match what they desire, however they are unable to replicate what she naturally possesses inside themselves.
Maya notes that the women looking at her jealously and curiously are pretty women, however, she notes that she doesn't fit within the description of pretty women. She argues that her beauty is not like that embodied by the fashion models. Maya tries to essentially tell and explain the secrets regarding her beauty, the other women around her believe that she could be telling lies. The use of the word lies does not only show that they do not believe her but also shows that they are jealous of her. The women label accusations at her for being dishonest since they strongly envy her.
The description Maya gives about her physical features tell a lot about her; the span of her hips indicates her graceful movement, the stride of her step takes up space in the inhibited manner and the curl of her lips does not only indicate her facial features but rather gives a suggestion about the proud smile it exhibits. According to Maya Angelou, being a woman is not just a passive status as it may seem but rather it is an action that demands attention. She indicates that despite being a woman, she actively embodies all that with womanhood more so in a phenomenal manner.  Similarly, the use of the phrase, “That’s me,” indicates that she is more than happy to be a woman. This line gives the affirmation summing up her confidence that womanhood is indeed wonderful. She describes her attitude as cool and seductive 
According to Maya Angelou, even men who she encounters and even those who follow her around bare usually unable to exactly point out what attracts them to her. All she knows about herself is that she is a woman she states, “Unbelievably, I’m a woman.  I’m an extraordinary, amazing woman. That’s who I am.” In the last lines of the phenomenal woman, Maya addresses the readers directly telling them that she doesn’t need to draw attention to herself; just because she is a woman, the attention is already given to her. The last line sets a difference in each stanza saying, “That’s me.” She is a phenomenal woman who has the confidence and the associated she needs to walk around with her head held high (Meenakshi & Mahesh, 2020).
Phenomenal woman by Maya Angelou contains the speaker’s opinions about beauty. Maya strongly refutes the societal idea that a woman needs to possess beautiful physical features. She further rejects the stereotypes of beauty that mainly focus on the physical looks and not the inner self. Maya holds the idea that beauty lies within and her tone confirms that she is confident about that this idea. Battersby (2016) highlights that Maya does not care about the opinions of others about her physical look. The poem gives all the details associated with being a phenomenal woman. Angelou's main desire is to expose the attributes she possesses that make her a phenomenal woman even though she does not fit into society's definition of beauty. I have liked the phenomenal woman because it sends an empowerment message to the world of convention and stereotypes.
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